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: * as to adore Thy her- 
FEtions; ; let us admire Th 
| om, power and goodneſs + We 

praiſe Thee, almighty Gon, and 
ive Thee thanks, for forming 


As in the manner Thou haſt done : 
+ 1 be Thy name : Ave 
+| creature exiſting ſhews Thy glory, 


might, and Thy bount 
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TE” | CEN | 
I. Commmurans, chap. ii. verſe 14. | 
The natural man receiveth not the things of th | Fl 
| - ſpirit of God, for they are faokſhneſs unto bim, 


neither can be know them, becauſe they. are 
ritually diſcerned. nt 6 


| Saint Paul underſtood by the ſpicit = 
| God: the perpetual motion and the univerſal -_ 
direction of all things, by which the infinite and  * | 
all powerful Being governs and regulates the | 
world, then the natural man muſt certainly re- 
cCeive the things the ſpirit of God, t 1 all — 
* ; "his i 


his actions and motions muſt be neceſſarily di. 
rected by this perpetual, eternal and univerſal 
ſpirit, and without it he cannot exiſt at all, or 
have any being. But when the ſpirit of God is 
taken to be a different divine ae and ſub- 
ſtance of the almighty regulator of all things 
exiſting; then certainly e natural man recerveth 
not the things of the ſpirit of God, for they are 
Toolifhneſs unto him ; neither can he know them, 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned; that is, he 
underſtandeth them not, they are incomprehen- 
ſible, ſupernatural and myſterious doctrines, 
acquired by inſpiration, faith, and extraordinary 
divine inſtruction, which a natural man is en- 
tirely incapable of. Wherefore this natural man 
can know no more than what natural reaſon dic- 
tates, and leads him to. Reaſon is that power 
in the human mind, whereby it compares its 
ſeveral ſenſations, ideas, &c. either immediately 
one with the other, or mediately by ſome com- 
mon meaſure, as Mr. Lock moſt beautifully 
exemplifies: If for inſtance we would compare 
two Heide of different dimenfions together, we 
can only take a chain, rod, &c. and apply it to 
the one in ſuch manner, as to find the length 
of every fide, and by caſting that up, ſettle the 
contents of the one; and then proceed in like 
manner with the other, and then ſetting down 
the leſs number under the greater, ſubtract, and 
find the difference; or, ſhould! the numbet turn 
Gut equal, pronounce them alike. Now, if 4 .F:;-. 
natural man W ſaid reaſon; vomfures TO ”, 
e 4 A + 
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„e 


Ci 7 11 
oether; 


jets; biet occuf te his contem lation, to 


world, he muſt naturally be brought to the 


ſublimeſt admiration, and adore the ſupreme di- 
rector of all theſe confairiihit te works of nature: 


and confiders the beautiful robes: of the 


And in reaſoning | in this manner he will find, 


that there can be no more but only one ſingle 


individual, which has produced, regulates and 


directs all theſe immenſe bodies which we daily 
fee; and that it is impoſſible, that an infinite God 
can have equals, or that any thing can exit 
without or befides himſelf, as infinity compre- 


Hends the whole, and every atom in the uni- 


verſe. Such a conſideration muſt excite in us 


the moſt awful reverence of this divine motor 
of all things, and induce us to adore him with 


the greateſt religious fervour, and to praiſe his 
n wiſdom, his infinite goodneſs, 


and his conſummate and all-exceeding omni- 


potence. Such reaſoning undoubtedly will con- 


duct a natural man to the obſervance of natural 


religion. This induces me to conſider the ſtate 
of a truly natural man, and how much natural 
religion can contribute to the happineſs of ſuch” 
. mar. To proceed herein, let us examine, 
"Firſt, What is nature: Secondly, The natu- 
10 man: Thirdly, Religion in Seneraf: and, 
Po Natural religion. 


Fir, Ride in his dictionary under the ar- 


cle of nature ſays, © Nature is the eſtabliſned 
order and courſe of material things; the ſeries of 
eon cauſes, or the law which God has im- 


impreſſed 
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preſſed on matter: 1 


other than God, 5 firſt cauſe of all 175 — - © 
and the preſerver and ruler of all the phznome-: - 
na of nature. Sentiments or ideas conſiſtent, * 
with the truth or reality of things; natural. . 
fection and reverence, or the principles im- 
planted in us by the deity.“ Thus far RIPERR. 


Secondiy, The ſecond conſideration is: that of = 

a natural man: According to my conception, aa | 
natural man is a perſon who directs all his ac 1 
tions by the dictates of reafon, and who con- 
templates the works of nature with an awful, _ a 
and reverent admiration. oral @.:} 
Thirdly, Religion in general i is A E 1 
I one or more deities, according to the ideas t 
and tenets which have been, imprinted. in the, 8 
minds of the worſhippers. Tn | - 
Fourthly, Natural religion is a worlkio Sen: 2 
contemplation of an only infinite and eternal t 
Being, and of his attributes, as far as human, + 
nature is capable of the inveſtigation of them 9 
If therefore natural religion i is a worſhip, and: 8 
contemplation of an only infinite and eternal! 1 
Being, &c. which I 1 no reaſonable man 51 
can deny; then it follows naturally, by what © 
has been advanced above, the natural man muſt 0 
e 


en be of faid religion, and conſequent! * 
| Dei 


Of 5 


1 „ 
: * 5 85 


2 Deiſt, Polytheiſt, and Atheiſt. A Deiſt (I com- 
Y- prehend,; in this liſt Arians and Unitarians)-is 4 
1 perſon who acknowledges, adores, and reveres 
I an all-powerful wiſdom and director of all the 
immenſity, who admires the ſtupendous effects 
ol his conſummate productions, go. who with. 
]- aſtoniſhment takes a ſurvey of the marvellous 
ſymmetry and ſurpiizing order, wherewith all 
Hole immenſe bodies are directed in a moſt per- 
fect regularity: What high idea muſt this Deiſt, 
this natural, man —— of ſuch an all- oO 
ful God, when he conſiders the univerſe, and 
turns his mind to the contemplation of him — 4 
his works? I know the clergy commonly define 
a Deiſt, to be a perſon believing an only God, 
but denying all Apen and revelation in ge- 
neral: But I believe, if I am not deceived, that 
they have a wrong notion of Deiſts ; for 11 ima- 
gine, that no Deiſt or Naturaliſt denies an in- 
ſpiration of the ſpirit of God, or that ſummum 
and perpetuum mobile, but is contrary convinced, 
that every thing is directed by it in the moſt 
heautiful manner. And how can a Naturaliſt 
deny a revelation, when God reveals himſelf 


every day to him, in the contemplation of thoſe 
immenſe and enormous bodies, which revolve 


4 


in ſuch regular order within the boundleſs ſpace 
of the univerſe ? What can be to him a more 
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A 1 
tte Gergy will perhaps object to ine in regard 
6f what I have advanced before, and will ſay, 
It ĩs not the queſtion here of a natural inſpiration 
and revelation; here is meant a particular præter 
and ſupernatural one, delivered to ſome parti- 
cufarly choſen and elected men! Men after the 
Heart of God, to whom he revealeth himſelf in 
vifions, dreams, trances, apparitions, &c. Lo! 
here ſtands my natural man, the honeſt Deiſt. 
Muſt he not confeſs, hat the natural man re. 7 
eerveth net the things of the ſpirit of God, for 
they are foohſhneſs unto him, neither can he kninw 
them, &c. Stand ſtill Deiſt! leave of thy reaſon- 
mg, theſe are prixternatural, ſuperuatural things, 
incomprehenſible things for a man, who is | 
guided only by reaſon, and knows nothing of a 
fpititual reveſation. Captivate thy reaſon I Is it 
pefible for thee to comprehend Moſes's hiſtory | 
of the creation ? What 'do you ſay of God's | 
planting the tree of life in the garden? What 
of the cunningneſs of the ſerpent? What of 
God forbidding Adam and Eve to eat of the 
tree, leſt they die, and of the firſt parents having 
their free will? Confeſs unbelieving Deiſt, it is 
too high and too wonderful for thee! What 
ſubterfuge, what fhift can you have to extricate 
yourſelf out of this labyrinth, out of this dilem- 
ma? L think there are two ways to eſcape this 
mtricate abyfs in ſeme manner: Either, you 
mut fubmit to an abſolute implicit faith, though 
it ſeems impoffible for you to believe it, and 
conſequently turn a hypocrite; or (but incidit in 
1 . 5 un 5 


/ caecnd Et is; 


— ; | * 4 
c ; * 

* 1 7 
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andi ſtrives to eſcape a ſmall one.) You may fay, 


that Moſes did write in a myſtical, figurative, 
ind hyperbolical ſtyle, or rather that he, like 


* 


_ origines, as Ovid in his metamorphoſes, &c. was 
obliged to mix the real with the fabulous; and 
then beware of the eccleſiaſtical ban, ex- 
communication and inquiſition.! Be it ſufficient 
for the preſent what we have ſaid of the Deiſt. 
A Polytheiſt, is a perſon who believes and wor- 
ſhips more than one God. Now, if we, as ac- 
cording to the definition we may do, reckon 
thoſe among the Polytheiſts, who adore and re- 
vere a good being or God, and à bad being or 
the Devil; a Naturaliſt will diſcover immedi- 


ately the abſurdity of ſuch an opinion, becauſe. 


| his reaſon will convince him, that there cannot 
be two equally powerful directors and governors 
of the univerſe, acting diametrically oppoſite one 


to another: Of the Polytheiſts, who worſhip 


a great many deities, the moſt part may be ad- 
' mitted to be reaſonably addicted to their religion, 
if we ſuppoſe them, as I believe really the moſt. 

Part do, to adore the ſupreme Being, by paying 
worſhip to ſome of his productions, as they. 
are ignorant in what manner they can pay ſuf- 
ficient homage and veneration to that infinite 
and all- powerful God, who comprehends every. 
thing contained in the infinite ſyſtem of this 
world; and I imagine this was the reaſon that 
85 eee 
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at Athens they erected an altar, and dedicated 
it, To the unknown God. We come now to 
confider the Atheiſt. An Atheiſt is ſuch as be- 


lieves no God at all, or an infinite eternal Being, 


and pays no reverence to him; on the con- 


ttary, ridicules every thing which! is ſaid of him. 
I cannot imagine there ever hath been, can be, 


or will be in future times an Atheiſt in theory. 

For as ſoon' as a man begins to reaſon, and to 
make ſpeculative obſervations, wherein theory 
conſiſts, he muſt immediately perceive how 
abſurd it is to think, that all that he ſees and 
obſerves to move in ſuch a beautiful order, 
ſhould, or can be by chance, or without any 
direction; conſequently he will conclude there 
muſt be an infinite regulator and perpetual 
motor of this univerſe, and that ſuch a Being 
deſerves to be adored, admired and reſpected. 
That there may be ſome Atheiſts by practice, 
I will admit, but then I do not think they can 
have a firm and real belief, but as ſtupid 
thoughtleſs brutes wiſh only by a capricious 
nonſenſe that there might be no God. And 

ſuch are unhappy enough, for they are deteſted, 7 
abhorred and deſpiſed by every body, as à peſt 

and plague to ſociety. Having conſidered the 

natural man and his religion, let us make ſome 


obſervations on it. As the natural man is led 


by the dictates of nature and reaſon only, he 
never can be perſuaded, that, as different even 
as the religious ſentiments one of another may 


be, any one can be damned to all eternity for 
differing 


7 


af 


K 


differing i in opinions one e from the other, even 
an Atheiſt himſelf; becauſe every thing is by 


the Almighty's direction, and all the difference 
of ſentiments cannot detract or leſſen the leaſt 
thing in regard to his all- goodneſs or omnipo- 
tence, on the contrary, theſe diverſities contri- 
bute to the perfection, beautifulneſs and accom- 


liſhment of a variegated infinite univerſe. 


The Naturaliſt knows, that all things by the 
all- powerful directions of the all-wiſe Being are 


regulated ſo as they happen; conſequentiy that 
nothing can happen otherwiſe than it happens, 


and that all what is, is good and perfect in his 


kind, and contributes to the beauteous ſtructure 
of the univerſe. The infinite Being is like a 


conſummate Floriſt, who embelliſhes his flower- 
garden with all ſorts of flowers of different 
kinds, and mixes them in ſuch an order, and 


with ſuch diverſities, viciſſitudes and varieties of 


colours and ſmells, that by 1 the contraſt of them, 
he cauſes ſuch a ſurpriſing enchantment, that 


it turns out the moſt charming and mot per- 


fect object and ornament to the ſenſes: And ſo 
has God Almighty formed the world with ſuch 


varieties of actions, motions, ſenſations, opini- 


ons, &c. that the contraſt of them gives us the 


higheſt idea of the ſupreme Director of all thoſe 


dicerfified motions and actions, &c. Further, 


the natural man, when he reflects on the at- 
tributes of God, and reaſons according to this 


principle, it is impoſſible that a thing can be 
and not be in the __ time; he will conclude 


it 


Wy 


*» <4 


1 ä ; 
it is. impoſſible that Gad can be perfect and 4 
perfect in the ſame time; and as he mi he 
neceſſarily perfect, that nothing, whatſoever. 
can be attcibujed ta him,. which. is. imperfect, 
as hatred, envy, wrath, 8c. ſo that all ſuch ex- 


* 


hierogryphical, myſtical and figurative ſenſe; 


quently that he cannot decree any one to ever- 
laſting damnation, as he formed every thing 
for the beſt in its kind: Who can js ng 
vith more propriety enjoy ſo much happineſs, 
nd the real ſummum bonum than the natural 
an, who. by infallible principles is fully per- 
ſuaded that he has nothing to fear from, nor to. 
do with, an iraſcible, cruel, wrathful or vindictive 
Deity, but with an all. good, all- perfect and all- 
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thing with the moſt ſurprifiag order in ſuch a 
manner, that all what i 1s, and exiſts, is in its 
kind perfect, and for the belt of the world, 


and all what it contains. It is likewiſe very dif- 


tain rational animals called men, and that no 


fiſt, but ſolely the deſcendants of Adam, and 
that out of thoſe, according to the doctrine of 
ſome theologers, at leaſt ninety- nine in a hua- 
dred ſhould go to Hell and eternal damnation. 
No ! be rather ſuppoſes, and with great reaſon; 


that other celeſtial bodies comprehend as well 
rational 


- 


preſſions maſt in his opinion be taken in an 


that his God muſt be all goodneſs, and conſe- 


— 4.751 God, who drecks and modifies every 


fcult for a man, who is a Naturaliſt, to imagine 
or believe, that only this litile earth ſhould con- 


others of that kind ſhould any other way ſub- — 


« $I [de 
* 


ae; 14 ; 


1 8  K. wn 
rational animals as this earth; and as for 
Adam's deſcendants, he thinks that never.a-one © = 
is to go to Hell, and burn everlaſtingly, as it is 
inconſiſtent with the perfections of God Al- 
mighty. I.ſhall ccnclude with the ſentiments 
of a natural man: Mr. Ferguſon in his aſtro- 
nemy, p. 24 gives us his ſpirited thoughts in 
the following lines, Every perſon who looks EE 
upon and ccmpares the many ſyſtems of moons 
together, which belong to Jupiter and Saturn „ 
muſt be amazed at the vaſt magnitude of theſe "| 
two planets, and the noble attendance they have 
in reſpect of our little earth, and can never 
bring himſelf to think, that an infinite wiſe 
creator ſhould diſpoſe of all his animals and ve- 
getables here, leaving the other planets bare, 
and deſtitute of rational creatures: To ſuppoſe 
that he had any view to cur benefit in creating 
theſe moons, and giving them their motions 
round Jupiter and 1 to imagine that he 
intended theſe vaſt bodies for any advantage to 
us, when he well knew that they could never 
be ſeen but by a few Aſtronomers ne 
through teleſcopes; and that he gave to the 
|. -.._ planets regular returns of days and nights, and 
different ſeaſons to all where they would be con- 
venient, but of no manner of ſervice to us, except 
What immediately regards our own planet the 
earth; to imagine, I ſay, that he did all this on our 
account, would be charging him impiouſly with 
having done much in vain, and as abſurd as to 
imagine that he has created a little ſun, and a 
. > planetary 


£1 


1 ee x them: for. our uſe. '*Þ heſe ow 8 
gerations amount to little leſs than a poſitive {0 
Proof that all the - planets are inhabited, 13 

they are not, why all this care in furniſbing 
them with ſo many moons, to ſupply thoſe with - + 
light which are at the greater diſtance fromthe . 6 ; 
fun. Do we not ſee, that the far ther a planet > 


a F 4 1 1 


is from tlie ſun, the greater apparatus/it has for I 
that.purpoſe.? Save only Mars, which being but 
a ſmall planet may have moons too ſmall to be 
Teen by us. We know that the earth Der BY 
round the ſun and turns round its Own axis, to 
produce the viciſſitudes of ſummer and winter 
by the former, and of day and night by the lauer 
motion, for the benefit of its inhabitants. N | 
We not then fairly conclude by parity of reaſon _ 3 
that the end and deſign of all the other He ö 5 
zs the ſame? And is not this agreeable. to the 
beautiful harmony which exiſts. throu hout the 
univerſe? Surely it is, and-raiſes in us the moſt | By 
3 magnificent ideas of the ſupreme Being, who OE : 
rt s every where and at all. times preſent, logs Bl 7 w4 


7 ing his power, wiſdom and g goo among all 
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13 -numerable Tanks of various bein | 
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